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LETTER 


FROM A 8 
Clergyman in London, & c. 


My Reverend and dear Br other, 


Am heartily forry to fad 
by) yours,that your Scru- 
ples ſtill continue to be * 
troubleſome to yOu, as F 
to the Securities now re- 
quired by the Govern- 
ment from you, w which you cannot, you 
ſay, give to it with a elear Judgment, 
nor therefore with a fate Conſcience. | 
I heartily congratulate with you, your "> 
truly Chriſtian Reſolution to forego | 


A 2 Your 


o 
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your Livelyhood, and to ſacrifice all 
proſpects of ſecular Advantage to the 


Peace of your own Mind, and to the 


Views of a far ſuperior and better 
Intereſt with God. Bur it theſe two 
Things be not, in the Caſe before you, 
Intertering nor Inconſiſtent; you a- 
gree I know with me, that both of 
them are valuable in their proper Or- 
der; and you will ſuffer me to add 
(what I am ſure is your own Perſua-— 
ſion) that if your Miſtake ſhould be 
found to carry with it any bad Con- 
ſequences to the Society, whereof you 
are a Member, if any ſhovld be led 
by your Example or Perſuaſion, to 
engage in Deſigns which are hurtful 
to it; «the meer honeſty of your Mean- 
ing will be no full excuſe to you, ex- 
cept you likewiſe join with it all fit 
endeavours to rectify your Opinion, 
and to get a periect knowledge of the 


Matter in Iſſue. 


I will therefore beg leave at pre- 
ſent only to ſuppoſe a poſſibility, that 
you may not clearly nor rightly ap- 
prehend the Queſtion now before you, 
that is indeed, that you are a Man and 
Fallible. This I know you will eaſily 


grant me. What therefore I would 


far- 


TJ i... ME. aunt. 


($3 
farther beg of you, ſhall be your 
leave to lay before you ſome probable 
Reaſons, which induce me to think, 
that you are actually under ſome Er- 


ror in your preſent Practice and Per- 
ſwaſion. And, 


1. I obſerve that you took theſe ve- 
ry Oaths to Queen ANNE, which now 
you refuſe to King Gzoxce. Now 
I cannot for my Life ice difference e- 
nough between theſe two Caſes, to 
make the one of them Juſtifiable, and 
yet to Stigmatize the other as Unlaw- 
ful. The Pretender then entred his 
Claim to the Crown, and had as much 
Right at that time to ſupport it, as 
can now be pleaded for him: Yer 
that Pious and Excellent Princeſs was 
eſteem'd by you, as amply entituled 
to your Affection and Obedience, as 
if ſhe had had no Rival. And tho? 
you are pleas'd to intimate your Su- 
ſpicions of ſome Concert between her 
and her ſuppoſed Brother, towards 
the latter part of her Reign, whereby 
{he was to continue unmolelted in her 
Poſſeſſion during her Life, and ze to 
ſucceed upon her Deceaſe; yet you 
do not ſuggeſt that you have any 


proof 


(6) 


proof of ſuch'a Concert; nor hath any 
Proof been offered at by thoſe who 
have it moſt in their Power, and moſt 
in their Will to publiſh it, if it had 
any due. ſupport from proper Vouch- 
ers. And 1 perſwade' my ſelf, that 
you would not build upon the ſandy 
bottom of Sa/picions and Suppoſals, in 
a Caſe of this Conſequence to your 
ſelf and Family. But indeed if this 
were cleared up to your entire Satis“ 
faction, and you were really ſure of 
ſuch a Concert, I cannot imagine, that 
there would be any great Matter de- 
pending on it, except it had receiv'd 
the ſanction of a Law, and ſo had in 
due courſe revers'd our prefent Eſta» 
bliſhment. This I am ſenſible, I maſt 
more at large debate with you, be- 
fore you will come into it: Mean 
while you will allow me to ask you, 
what you thought of our good Queen, 
before this imaginary Concert, whilſt 
her Rival was in Arms agaiaſt her, 
and ſhe againſt him? Surely there was 
then no Room nor Colour for any ſuch 
Apprehenſion! When he claimed the 
Crown from off her Head; you a- 
55 he had no manner of Right nor 
itle to it; you Swore you' _——_ 

' ; © 


Go} 
he had none: What New Right, J be- 
ſeech yon, hath ſiuce accrued to him? 
What Principles can you find out 
which will juſtify your Submiſſion to 
our Government, for any ſingle Year, 
fince the Famous 1688, and will not 
equally conclude for your Submiſhon 
to our preſent Government ? I intreat 
ou to bear a little longer with me, 
whilſt J farther queſtion you, what 
you thought of that Vote, towards the 
concluſion of our late Queen's Parlia- 
ment, which ſet a Price of 100, ooo. 
upon the Pretender's Head? J well re- 
member what your Sentiments of that 
Parliament were, and of -the major 
part of its Members ; you much e- 
ſteemed them; you were infinitely fond 
of them; you thought every thing they 
did, was Wiſe and Juſt, and for the 
Kingdoms Intereſt. But now. the 
Caſe is altered, and the Conſequence 
of your preſent Perſuaſion brands the b= 
beſt of Queens as an infamous Uſur peer; 
and the Parliament, to which you were 
ſo devoted, as partaking with her in 
her Sin. Theſe Conſequences are ſo 
plain and natural, that I foreſee you 
will not deny. them , but will rather” 
tell me, you were then under a Miſtake, 
| | and 
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and that it is high time to return from 
whence you are fallen, and to repent. And 
it is indeed true, that you ought to 
follow conviction, whenſoever you 
find it; that it is never too late to be 
wiſer than you were; and that it 
would not be decent nor generous to 
bear too hard upon you for any former 
Errors; when you give ſuch Authen- 
tick Demonſtration of your readineſs 
to renounce them. Thus far I agrees 
the point with you. But then, | 


2. Icannot but ſuſpect there is ſome -- 
further Reaſon for this change of your 
Senkiments, than what will eaſily be 
acknowledged, or perhaps appear even 
to your own Mind; for very ſincere 
Men may be byaſs'd in their Judg- 
ment of things, by Conſiderations 
foreign from the Argument, and mix- 
ing unobſervably with their Affect ions 
and Inclinations. I beſeech you there-.  - 
fore, that I may be permitted to ask_ 
you, or rather indeed, that you would 
We ay your Hand upon your Heart, and 
3 ask your ſelf impartially, whether, if 
- his preſent Majelty had continued the 
Parliament he diſſolved, and had ſuf- 
fer'd it to dye a natural Death; N 2 
| | ia 


one Man can be of anothers Sentts 


E 
had kept in the old Miniſtry, and al- 
lowed our Friends the fame aſcendant 
in his Councils, which the late Queen 
allowed to them, (whether then Iſay) 
you would have thought of transfer- 
ring your Allegiance, or of diſputing 
his Title? I have not forgot the time, 
when the very Perſons who now o- 
penly avow, or ſecretly favour another 
Intereſt, would have complain'd of Ca- 
lumny and hard Treatment, for being 
ſuſpe&ed or ſaid to do ſo. 1 profeſs my 
ſelf one of thoſe, who eſteemed their 
Complaints of this ſort to be juſt and 
reaſonable: Nay I am as ure, as any 


ments, that many (I believe maſt of 
them) meant their Proefſſions, and 
were truly attached at that tie to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, - They might not 
perhaps, think it very decent to be al- 
Ways holding a winding: ſheet in view 
of the Poſſeſſor, nor to be continuall 
talking upon the difagreeable Subject 
of what they would do when their 
Queen ſhould leave them; but Lam 
fully ſatisned, that however they might 
hope it would be a 4:/tazt Cale, my 
ſincerely * meant the Succeſſion which 
now | hath taken effect amongſt us. 
B And 


And I muſt add in ſupport of my 
preſent Opinion, that had this been o- 
therwiſe, I cannot but believe, ſome 
meaſures would have been taken with 
the laſt Parliament, to have opened a- 
nother Scene. For the Queen's Death 
{tho? her fatal Paroxy ſm was very ſud- 

dain) was no improbable event, after 
that firſt illneſs which ſeiz'd her the 

Chriſtmas before. it. "Thoſe about her 

| | had reaſon from that time, to apprehend 
4 ; her deſigned for no long Contwnance ; 
1 ſo that what they had to do, they ea- 
1 fily might ſee they muſt do quickly, 1 
% they did it at all. They had a Patlia- 
= ment { it will be confefſed ) as much 
| for. their purpoſe as they could ever 
propoſe to have. And yet one of 
the laſt things done by that Parliament 
before the Queen's Deceaſe, was brand- 
ing the Pretender's Intereſt and Title, 
and aſſigning a premium to any who 
ſhould ſeize him invading theſe King- 

doms. There hath of late indeed 45. 

peared ſuch a turn of judgment and 
Affection in many of our Friends, that 
Jam now leſs fond than I was, of an- 
ſwering for any of their former Practi- 
ces. But as nothing hath yet convinced 
me of any former Deſign to alter the 

| Succeſſion, 


(nn). 

Succeſſion, it yet remains to be proved 
upon them; and we may argue with 
them and you (who have always for 
your ſelf and them diſclaimed it) as if 
you had all along meant our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment. The Queſtion then 
will be, what Reaſon hath ſince occur- 
red to you, for a change of Sentiments? 
There hath indeed been a change of 
Muiniſtry, an Impeachment ot our 
Friends, a ſignal diſcountenance given 
to former Meaſures, and to the Perſons 
concern'd in them: But muſt we 
change our King, with every change 
of Miniſtry? Muſt there be no Im- 
hments, but what private Men 
{hall think Wiſe and Juſt? And may 
our Governors commit no Error with- 
out being diſplaced for it? Suppoſe all 
this to be wrong in them; (which yet is 
a caſe by no means before us, nor are 
we in any manner entituled to the cog- 
nizance of it) yet are we therefore Right 
in ſeeking /#ch a. Redreſs, even of far 
greater Greivances ? What is become 
of thoſe Paſſive Principles, which we 
have ſo much talk'd of, ſo much baaſt- 
ed of, and inculcated upon others with 
ſo much warmth ? Do we think they - 
were made only for the uſe of Tories 


B 2 again; 


(n) 
againſt Whigs ; or are True only in 
times when Lories are in Power? 


— Pudet hec opprobria nobis | 


Er dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refeli. 


Yet with all the Aggravations which 
the moſt willing Cenſor can faſten 
upon the- preſent Management, hath 
there been any thing like a Sabverſion 
of Government, which ſhould oblige us 
to ſeek for a Reſort elſewhere? Tis 
ever and annn objected ro our Sove- 
reign, that He is a Foreigner: In all 
| Reaſon therefore He ſhould have the 
E xcuſe as well as the Odium of this 
Unhappineſs; and time ſhould be al- 
lowed him for his better Knowledge 
of Things and Perſons, than it yet hath 
been poſſible for him to be poſſeſſed 
of. But inſtead of this Juſtice done 
him, what is our procedure? And 
how have we endeavoured to make a 
Friend of him? Have we done any 
one thing ( ſince He firlt diſobliged 
us) which hath the leaſt tendency: to 
_ convince him, that he hath been in 
any Point Miſtaken? have we not ra- 
ther clinched his Opinion, that the 
ſuggeſtions of our Adverſaries againſt 

1 * "ns 
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us were all well-founded, and that we 
are not the Men we would have had 
him eſteem'd us? In good earneſt, our 
Conduct hath been ſuch, that our En- 
emies will be ſure to cenſure us, as 
deſerting our Principles ſor the ſake of 
Pet ſons; and as ſacrificing the Intereſt 
of our King and Country, to Party- 
Rage, to diſappointed Ambition, or 
to the Reſentment of ſuppoſed Inju- 
ries. Let it be agreed, that theſe In- 
juries have been as real and great, as 
the Men moſt affected by them can 
poſſibly repreſent them; yet, in any 

Caſe beſides our own, we ſhould ne- 
yer have thought, that Seditious Pam- 
phlets, and withholding from our 
Superiors the Acknowledgments o- 
therwiſe due to them, were proper 
methods of healing Breaches, or of 
redreſſing Grievances : Leaſt of all 
ſhould we have imagined, that the 
Intereſt of our Excellent Church would 
be ſafer in the Hands of a Papiſt, than 
of a Proteſtaut; that our exhauſted 
Treaſury would ever have been re- 
pleniſh'd, by our acceptance of a Prince 
engaged in a long Arrear of his own, 
and a Family Debt; or that our Li- 
berties would be more effectually con- 
| flirm''d 
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firm'd to us by calling over a Perſon 


to be their Protector, who can never 


come hither, but upon the foot of an 
acknowledgement, that they are all at 


his Mercy. There was a time when 


we flattered our ſelves with hopes, 
that our known Reverence for Go- 
vernment, would have reſerved to us 
the Favour of our Governors: Becauſe 
thoſe hopes were not preſently an- 
fwered, we flew out and convinced 


— 


them that we never deſigned the Fet- 


ters of ſuch Principles for our ſelves, 
but had only fitted them for others. 
There is therefore no help for it, but 
this will ever be objected to us, and 
will ſtand againſt us as an indelible 
blot of Reproach and Infamy, if none 
of us will aſſiſt in removing fo foul a 
Scandal. T am ſure, our patient ſub- 
miſſion to the Treatment we ſhall res 


ceive (after having gone ſo far towards 
deſerving it, if not by our fr ft, yet hy 


our after-Management) will be more 
likely to bring things towards our 
Wiſhes, than undutiful Returns and 
ſeditious Behaviour. I am aware all 
this while, that you act for your ſelf 
upon a very different ſort of Principle, 
from what I have here been ſo free in 


cenfu- 
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tenſuriug. You profeſs the ſame Obes 
dience, which you have always pro- 
feſſed, and are for paying it in the 
fulleſt meaſures, where you think it 


due. But ſtill the Queſtion recurs, 


how you came to think ſo in this 
JunRure, rather than before, when 
there is no change of Circumſtances, 
which can now much affect your Rea- 
ſon, tho? there hath been (I confeſs) 
a good deal to enflame your Paſſions ? 
Is there not therefore a very juſt Su- 
ſpicion, that your Paſſions. may here 
have been tampering with your Juag- 
ment, and diſcolouring the Evidence 


whereupon- you ſhould form it? 1 


have heard it ſaid, that the Provoca- 
tions given from the Court, have made 
the Country look farther into this Que- 
ſtion, than would otherwiſe have 
been done; But never knew, till now, 
that a ſenſe of Provocations did in 
any Inſtance contribute to clear up a 
e Queſtion, tho' it hath often 
| been obſerved to puzzle a clear one, 


and to diſ-concert even the cooleſt 


Head. It is no part of my deſign that 
this ſhould paſs for any Reflection up- 
on your Conduct: But I beg it may 
have ſome place in your own Enqui- 

| | rles, 
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fies, whether you have blended with 
them no ſuch improper foreign Mix- 
ture? Ot, if you are above ſuch low 
inducements, yet Lam ſure, you know 
ſome of our Friends who are acted by 
them; and therefore, ſince I write in 
Print to you, you will excuſe me, I 
hope, for the freedom I take in the 
mention of them; for it is really con- 
felled and boaſted, and even objected 
to the Politicks of ſome late Manage- 
ments, that the Tories were, and would 
have continued, in ther Intereſt of our 

reſent Eſtabliſhment, if they had not 
been diſobliged. A ſcandalous and 
ſhameful Acknowledgement to come 
from Men of their Principles! who 
have always profeſſed, that their Obe- 
dience was paid as their Duty, whe- 
ther they liked the Counſels on foot 
or not. We have plainly therefore no 
way of anſwering this Lmputation, but 
by diſowning the Perſons upon whom 
it is juſtly chargeable. The main Bo- 
dy of our Friends, I hope, is uncon- 
cerned in it; and J heartily wiſh, the 
innocent part would take effectual 
care to diſtinguiſh it ſelf from the 

Guilty! EL 3 17 14) 
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1 
But now; tho? the Juncture which 
you have choſen for diſowning our 
preſent Government, ſhould put you, 


I think, upon enquiring, whether the 


Reaſon of the Thing, and a defect of 


Title, were your real and only Motives, 
or whether Reſentment and prejudice 


might not mix with them; yet T ought, 
I am ſenſible, to proceed no farther 
with you upon this Topick ; it is e- 
nough, and perhaps too much, to have 
thus far-rouch'd upon it; and therefore 
tis now high time to leave it with 
your own moſt ſerious and impartial 


Reflections. 105 


1 have hitherto- aim'd at nothing 


more than opening my. way to the me- 
rits of the Cauſe between us. I am 
well aware; that by writing for the 


Government, a Man hath the diſad- 
vantage of lying under ſome untoward 


Suſpicions; and fo what comes from 


him upon ſuch an Argument will have 
the leſs Weight with it; But from you 


who ſo well know me, I have no ſuch 
tears. I may appeal to you, Whether 


I have ever in the courſe of my Publick 
Life, been guilty of any one Inconſi- 
ſtency between Profeſſion and Practice; 
and in ſhort, whether I have not been 
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always in the ſame Sentiments which 


T here publiſh. I ſhall ſhall truly en- 
deavour to fence off the Charge of ſer- 
ving any Cauſe beſides that of Truth, 


by keeping my Name (as far as I am 
able) an inviolable Secret to all but 


your ſelf. I am content with the Te- 
ſtimony of my own Conſcience, in do- 


ing what I think my Duty, and have 


no thought of making my Court to any 


Man; nor will I ſuffer my ſelf to 
dell upon the conſideration whom I 


ſhall pleaſe or diſpleaſe by it. 
You, by refuſing to quahfie your 


ſelf for a Livelihood in your Profeſſion, 


Which you are ſo well fitted to adorn, 


ntereſt hath no power over your Con- 
ſcience: I only beſeech you to believe, 


pon indeed a convincing proof, that 


* 


that if my Conſcience were under the 


ſame Convictions with yours, my 


Conduct ſhould be the ſame; We have 
the misfortune to view things in a 
dlifferent Light, and ſo we chooſe a dif- 
ferent Track to go in. Mine I aſſure 


you is not determined by Force nor 


Faſhion; I have not been ſurprized 
into it, nor have I entered upon it 
without due Conſideration. It will 
not be fair nor generous to battle your 
. | : Prin- 
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Principles, which it may be inconve- 
nient for you to defend, or to ſer off 
with thoſe Colours, which otherwiſe 
you know how to manage with ſuch 
great Advantage. But you will give 
me leave to lay before you the 
Reaſons of my own Practice; and I 

perſwade my ſelf, that this new, this 
only difference between us, will not 
make you an uncandid or an unfriend- 
ly Cenſor of them or me. My firſt En- 
quiry upon this occaſion was, whether 
the Right in queſtion wer Divine or 
Humane. Far, if it were Divine, | was 
perfectly convinced that Human Pow- 
ers could do nothing againſt it. But 
then I ſuppoſed, that a Divine Right 
would be very legible in the Book of 
God: Now, there I could find no Foot+ 
ſteps of it. Thence I could form no 
Arguments, could draw no Inferences 0 
more in favour of James Stuart, (if 
there be any where ſuch a Pers 
ſon) than of John Doe, or of the re- 
moteſt Pretender, There J could not 
find, that God had in any manner de: 
termin'd the particular Form, or Model - 

of Civil Governments, or was indeed 

more favourable to any one, than to 

voy other fort of K ; Much leſs _ 
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I perceive that there was any likeli- 
hood of thence determining the diſpute 
of a controverted Succeſſion, or of read- 
ing there the name of my King and 
Governor. Priority of Birth had in ſome 
Paſſages I found, its Hogours paid to 
it, and in others, ſeemed as much neg- 
lected. Hereditary Right ſometimes 
took place, and at other times was o- 
verlooked ; fo that I plainly perceived 


that the Ola Teſtament would” furniſh 
me with no deciſive Arguments upon 

our preſent Subject. And as to the 

New; I was ſoon convinced, that our 
Saviour's defign was to leave theſe 

things as he found them; that as his 

2 18. Kingdom was not of this World, he in- 
3% tended to eſtabliſh no other Kingdom, 
but what ſhould rule in the Hearts of 
Men, and carry its Influences to the 
Conduct of Private Life. According 
ly, when he was delired by a certain 
Terſon, to prevail with his Brother for 
dividing the Inheritance between them, 
his Anſwer proved the requeſt impro- 
per. Man, who made me « Judge br 4 
Divider over jou? And when that in- 
ſidious Queſtion was put to him, by a 
fort of Men, who thought it unlawful, 
as you do, to pay their Acknowledgs 
e ments 


Luke 12. 
13, 14. 
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ments to the Powers then in Being — 


Is it lawfal for us to give Tribute unto Luk.20.22 
Czfar or not? His reply was ſuch as , 25: 
hath fully convinced me, that he de- 
ſigned to determine no ſuch Queſti- 
ons. Shew me (faith he) 4 Penny, or (as 
St. Matthew records it) the Tribute- mon); 
which when they had brought to him, 
he only asked them Whoſe Image 
and Saperſcription hath it? And upon 
their anſwering and ſaying, Cæſar's, He 
ſaid unto them, Render therefore unto 
Cæſar the things which are Cæſar's, &c. 
What things were Cæſar's, he took 
not upon him to determine; but ſince 


Matt. 22. 
19. 


the Providence of God had veſted 


him with the publick marks of Autho- 


Tity and Power, Private Men, (it hence 
ſhould ſeem) had nothing further to 


examine; but were to pay him the 
uſual Acknowledgments which were 
due to him; that is (as the Apoſtle af- 
terwards in the ſame general way di- 
rected) they were to Render to all their Rom. ig. 


dues; Tribute to whom Tribute was due; 7. 


Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ; Fear to whan 
Tear; Honour to whom Honour. Nan 
were not to enter upon the Merits | 
the Cauſe, nor to conſider by what 
Right and Title theſe ſeveral Dues 

A ; | Fo were 
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before Private Perſons was not, how 


Were annext to it. Nor in all the 
Diſputes and contradictory. Claims, 


the Imperial Crown, do I remember 


Now the Negative I thought mult here 


.- moreover, a broad intimation of his 


ded, that ſince God had in no manner 


( 22 ) 
were claimed ; Bur if toſuch a Station 
ſuch Dues were payable, the Queſtion 


the Magiſtrate got into his Station; 
but when they found him there, the 
were to pay him the Reſpeds w hic 


which were afterwards ſtarted about 


any ſingle Inſtance, wherein the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians withheld their Obe- 
dience from the Perſon, whom the Se- 
nate and People of Rome acknow ledg'd. 


determine me, if no Poſitive Evidence 
could be produced in proof of a Divine 
Right. And the ATT here is as 
ſtrong as can be. There is not only 
no intimation given us of any particu- 
lar appointment made by God in this 
matter (which alone were enough to 
leave all things of a Poſitive Kind in 
their Native Indifference) but there is 


direct Refuſal to intermeddle with it: 
Upon the whole therefore, I conclu- 


notified to me his Will, what particu- 
lar Perſon was to be the Object of my 
„ | Allegiance ; 


„ 
Allegiance; this was a point I was to 
ſearch out elſe were; and if the Divine 
Law did not determine me, there was 

then no Clue to direct me, but what 

1 muſt derive from the Ordinances of, 

Man, and from the Laws and Conftitu- 

rions of my Country. Now here 

I found my Pains much ſhortned, 
and the courſe of my Enquiries made 
eaſy to me, by the judicious Collecti- 
ons of our lateReverend Doctor Higaen; - 
which were publiſhed much about the 
time, when this point lay before me; 
| and 1 ſhall juſt beg leave to mention 
the particulars, which had then moſt 

weight with me. Now 79 
 xff. The chief, and I think, deciſive 

obſervation, Which I made upon the 

Caſe, as repreſented by him from ths 

moſt Indubitable Authorities, was this; 

that Hereditary Right (when taken in 
its ſtricteſt Senſe, as the Perſons near« 


our Crown) was never conſidered by 
our Laws, as a point eſſential to our 
Monarchy, or an unalterable part of 
our Conſtitution. Had it been /o con- 
ſidered , the Conſequence muſt have 
been, that our Laws could not have 
acknowledged the Right of any ſingle 
W Prince, 


eſt in Blood to the Right ul Poſſeſſor = 


(4) 


Prince, who ſat upon the Engliſh 


Throne, from the Conqueſt, down to 


King James the Firſt. For the Caſſion 


of Edgar Atheling, upon theſe Princi- 


ples, could only affect his own Perſo- 
nal Right, not that of his Heirs; no 


Act of a Tenant for Life, could injure 


his Succeſſors; much leſs could a pre- 


ſent Poſſeſſor make any change in a 
Fundamental Article of our Govern- 


ment. Now from a Siſter of this Edgar 
ſprang a Race of Kings, who were 
ſucceſſively Monarchs of Scotland, to 
King James (the 6th of that ; and) the 


firſt of our Ezg/iþb Kingdom. Where» 


fore, as the Contract made with Willis 
am the Conqueror, upon tlie Advan- 
tage gained by him over King Harold, 
could have ſubſiſted no longer-upon a 
foot of Right, than during the Life of 


the foremention'd Edgar ; ſo every Act 
of Government ſince that time muſt 
have been a perfect Nullity; of our 


Twelve Non-Hereditary Princes, who 
ſucceeded from William I. to Henry 
VIII. the Authoritative Ads muſt 
have been all diſowned ; but moſt eſ- 
pecially ſuch of them, as touched ũpon 


the Intereſts or Priviledges of the He- 
reaitary Claimants ; No AC of Parlia- | 


ment 


2, ( 25 ) ; | 
Ment made under a King de facto could 
have the force of Law, except it had 
been expreſly confirmed afterwards by 
the de jure Poſſeſſor. Preſumptive Con- 
ſent is too weak a bottom for Law to 
ſtand upon; and indeed there are Ca- 
ſes upon Record, wherein the Preſum- 
pꝓtion muſt in all Reaſon lye againſt ſuch 

a Cenſent ; and yet theſe Laws have al- 
ways had an undiſputed force. Thus, 
for inſtance, a Statute was made in the 
Reign of K. Richard II. which multi- 
plied the Species of Treafon, in Favour 
of the Prince, to the Subject's diſad- 
vantage; and this was repealed in the 
1. Hen. IV. ch. 10. and ſtands ever 
ſince repealed. That is; the Legiſla- 
tive Authority of Henry IV. (who was 
only King de facto) hath ever ſince his 


Na time, been acknowledged, as Valid 

ol and Conclufive againſt the Leg i/lative 
055 Wy Authority of his Predeceſſor Richard II. 
Lu 


(Who was King de jure) and the Kings 
| dr jure, who Claimed and Poſſeſſed af- 
terwards upon the Hereditary foot, have 


en; ſofered this among the other Laws of 
ault the; Henries, which were not expreſly 
| el- ¶ repealed, to continue in full force; and 
pon indeed the whole Fane of our Ex. 


Wb Hiſtory is in nothing more clear, 
. D nor 


'(126-) 
nor are, 1 believe, the Gentlemen of 
the long Robe, in any thing more u- 


| nanimous, than in acknowledging the 
| Legiſlative Power of the Regnant Prince; 
1 and in allowing bis Laws an equal 
"Ra force with thoſe which proceeded from 
1 the moſt undiſputed Title; nor can 
wy ; there, I conceive, be named any ſingle 
4 inſtance, wherein the leaſt difference 
Wil haath been ever made between the Au- 
Wk | thority of the one and of the other; 
__  -- Afince they have each of them all along 
1 had the force of Laws, till they were. 
1 cxprelly repealed. Nay it hath been 
14 ſolemnly adjudged, that Attainders 
3 paſſed in the time of a King de facto, a- 
0 | gainſt ſuch as bore Arms on behalf of 
| his Rival, (whilſt that Rival was out 
| of Poſſeſſion) did diſqualify the Perſons. 
"ff i. fo attainted from being Legal Perſons, 
bl or for acting as ſuch, even when that 
8 Rival was got into Poſſeſſion, till the 
| Attainders were in due courſe of Law 
| reverſed. It was always indeed conſi- 


dered as a Maxim, that the meer Poſe 
ſelſion of the Crown, er an actual entrance 
upon the Royal Dignity, did take away 
all perfonal diſqualifications from the 
Regoant Prince, and ſo there was no 
need of reverſing his Attainder. Thus 

| * flavour 
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favourable is our Law to meer Paſſe- 


ſions, without any conſideration of the 


Title. . And we have to great Autho- 
rities (viz. Lord Chief Juſtice Cots 
and .Hales's) for interpreting the fa- 


- mous Statute of Treaſons (25 Edward 


III. cl. 2.) as meaning by our S»vereige 
the Ming (againſt whom ſuch Treaſons 
may he committed the ing who 16 in 
Poſſ ion of the Crown and Dianity, tho? 
he be King de facto and not de jure; 
nay even the Perſons themſelves 'who 
claimed as de jure, againſt ſuch as only 
poſſeſſed ae facto, did not for à long 
time aſſume the Royal Title, but con- 
tented themielves, with ſuch Titles, 
as did otherwiſe belong to thery,; till 
they could receive their Regal Title 
in due Form, from the States of the 
Realm. And it is farther remarkable 
of King Henry VI. that when he had 
enjoyed his Crown for 39 Years, with 
the entire Ceſſion and Submiſſion of 
the Hereditary Claimants, (which gave 
him a moſt indifputable Title) and 
was afterwards put out of Poſſeſſion 
for 10 Years, and then again recovered 
it; (I fay it is pretty remarkable, that 
after ſuch recovery) the publick Acts 


of his Government reckon not thoſe 
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(28) 


Ten Years, as any parts of his Reign; 
but run thus — 1» the 49 Tear — 
the beginning of the Reign of Ring Henry 
VI. and the firſt Tear of his re-entry upon 


tbe Royal Dignity, and not as if he had 


Reigned in a continual. Courſe — in 
the 49 Tear of his Reign. Nor doth in- 
deed the diſtinction between a King 
de facto and de jure appear in any pub- 
lick Monument, till a Statute made 
1. Edward IV. ch. 1. where we firſt have 
mention of a King indeed, but not of 
Right. Till that time our Conſtituti- 
on ſeems to have had no Idea of any 
King, but of the Poſſeſſor only. Theſe 
things I do but touch upon, becauſe 
you will find them deduced to you 
more at large, and with more Ad van- 
tage, by that excellent Peice, to which 
I reter you, and beg you would peruſe 
it with your uſual Accuracy and Can» 
dor. Yet from theſe few inſtances, 
thus haſtily repreſented, I take it to 


be clearly and fully manifeſt; That 


our Conſtitution never looked farther, 
than the preſent Poſſeſſor, acknowledg- 
ed no Right but his, and conſidered 
all Defects as amply ſupplied, by his 
actual Aſſumption of the Royal Digs» 
nity. Wherefore, if our Laws have 
122 e any 


in tt 


-— 
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any weight with yow in this Queſtion, 
they are far from inſiſting on your No- 
tion of Hereditary Right, or from con- 
ſidering it, as an unalterable part of our 
Conſtitution. In the common Cou 

an eldeſt Son ſucceeds to the Throne 
of his Father, with us; and our Laws 
do apparently favour his Succeſſion; 
Nor hath our Preſent Settlement al- 
tered our Conſtitution in this parti- 


cular; ſince the Rule ſtill holds 


with its proper Exceptions; inſomuch 
that if no ſpecial Statute had been 
made for that purpoſe, our Sovereign 
Lord King Geokex would in Courſe 
have ſucceeded to the Throne of his 
Anceſtors, (as ſome late Addreſſes from 
his two Houſes of Parliament, have 
moſt Seaſonably and Emphatically ſti- 
led it) meerly from the diſqualificati- 
on of certain Perſons, being Papiſts, 
who ſtood between him and the ſaid 
Succeſſion; which therefore hath till a 


ſenſe, wherein it may truly be called 


Hereditary; and fo the Rule continues 


as it was, tho* Proximity of Blood hath 


been ſet aſide, in the inſtance of our 
preſent Eſtabliſnment. The Authori- 
ty of Parliament was however neceſſa - 
ry to make this Exception in his ws 
r | ce 


Y (30) 

ſince the Common Law could not have 
done it for him, which always ſides 
with the ſtricter acceptation of the He- 
reaitary Title. With this View, I ſup- 
poſe, ſome Gentlemen have conſidered 
that Title as Indeftaſible; meaning, I 
imagine, that our Law did ſo favour 
the General Rule, that no particular Ex- 
ceptions could be allow'd to deſtroy it: 
Accordingly *tis agreed, nay, tis inſi- 
ſted on, that the Kwle doth (till conti? 
nue; nor will any Man, I conceive; 
be ſo hardy, as to ſay it is aboliſhedi 
N any preſent or paſt Except ions to it. 

Jo! For it is inter woven with the ves 

ry Frame of our Mohatchy ; which 

can never become Electibe without ſub- 

| verting our preſent Conſtitution, and 

Wh caſting it afreſh in quite another Mould, 

1 Upon the foot of this Conſtruction, 1 
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1 once ſubſcribed to the Indefeaſible Here- 
10 ditary Title of our late excellent Queen. 
5 If they who drew up that Addreſs, 
0 meant any thing more by it, it was a 
Wl Secret to ws (or to ue at leaſt ) wha 


Will Signed it. I had never any other Nos 
. tion of that Technical Term; and I da 
Will! by no means think I ſtand ſingle in this 
1 Explication of it: For however we 
Ch | may judge one form of Government 


Prefer- 


* * 
- 


5 7 © wt 
Preferable to another, yet to ſay ſtrict- 
ly of any, that it is analterable; or that 
it is a Sin to ſubmit to- a Change of 
it when made by others; or that any 
Right which is founded thereupon, can- 
not be ſuperſeded without the conſent 
or Ceſſion of the Hereditary Claimant; 
are Aſſertions utterly unſupported” hy 
Reaſon or Scripture; inconſiſtent with 
the main Ends of Government it ſelf; 
and contradicted by the whole Current 
of our Hiſtory and Laws. But you 
ſhall have more of this hereafter.— 
Mean while, I obſerve farther to you, 
2. The expreſs Proviſion made by a 
moſt unqueſtionable Authority, in fa- 
vour of the Poſſeſſor's Title, and in 
expreſs aſſertion of the Subjects Duty: 
This is the famous Statute made 17. 
Hen.'V IT. Ch. 1. which hath really and 
truly nothing xev in it, but is only 
more explicitly declarative of our for- 
mer Conſtitut ion: Now hereby it is pro- 
nounced t Reaſonable, but againſt all 
LAWS, Reaſon, and good Conſcience, 
that the Subjects going with their Soves 


reign Lord in Wars, &c. ſhould looſe or 


forfeit for doing their Duty and- ſervice 
of Allegiance, The Preamble of it ſets 
orch, that their duty of Allegiance re» 

| quires 


(32) 
quires this Service to be paid by them 
ro their Prince and Sovereign Lord for 
the time being: And the cloſe of it diſ- 
charges them of any Trouble, Vexation, or 
Loſs, for that Deed or Service. The con- 
cluſion of all hath indeed precluded a- 
ny Advantage which might hence be 
taken in favour of a future Rebellion 
and therefore they who ſhould after- 
wards decline from their Allegiance (which: 
# there declared a Duty to the Regnant 
Prince) were thence to have no Pro- 
tection ; and this was perfectly con- 
formable to the deſign of the Law; 
which was the defence of the Poſſeſſor's 
Title, and the ſecurity of the Subject's 
adhering to it. Now this Law was 
made (I obſerve) under a Prince, who, 
in his own, and his Wife's Right, had 
all the Title which any Man can now 
inſiſt on. His own Title only, had the 
Ceſſion and Submiſſion of thoſe who 
ſtood before it, to be pleaded in its fa- 
vour : And we cannot doubt but that 
he had the Ceſſion of his Wife alſo.” 
At leaſt, if preſamptive conſent will go 
ſo far, as we ever and anon hear it 
will, from the Gentlemen of your Per- 
ſuaſion; there is more Reaſon to be- 
lieve it in the Caſe of this Statute, than 


. 
in the Caſe of any other made by our 
non Hereditary Princes. I have often 
heard our Mon- jurors wiſh, that the 
Bill of Eœcluſton had been paſſed, whilft 
there was a proper Authority to alter 
the Suecefſion. Tho' they oppoſed it 
at the time when it was depending, 
yet in conſideration of the Miſchiefs, 
vhich have ſince befallen us thro” the 
want of it, they have been convinced, 
it would have proved a beneficial Law. 
Now I would only here make this uſe 
of their acknowledgment, that the Sta- 
tute of Henry VII. had an Authority 
as unqueſtionable, as that Bil f Ex- 
claſion could have pretended to, had it 
been paſſed in Form; that it hath de- 
lied the Allegiance of the Subject 
due to the Ring for the time being; that 
we are to ſerve him in his Wars; 
(without exception of any Perſon a- 
gainſt whom we may not ſerve him) 
and are not only indemniſied for 
this, but told moreover, that we are 
bound to ſerve him. Wherefore, if the 
Law of our Country be the Rule of 
our Obedience, | cannot conceive how 
Words can make a Caſe clearer than 
thefe have made it; nor how you can 
acquit your (elf without giving our 
5 E preſent 
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preſent Sovereign the Securities he de- 
mands of you. Nor was this a em 
Doctrine in our Conſtitution, caleula- 
ted only for the exigencies of a preſent 
Conjuncture, but (as you may gather 
from the preceding Inſtances, of full 
Sovereign Power, acknowledged in 
Kings de facto by Kings de jure, when 
the latter were molt concerned in point 
of Intereſt as well as of Reſentment, 
to deny it) our Conſtitution it ſelf was 
always favourable to it; and accord- 
ingly you will give me leave to add, 
as a farther Remark, 90 23151 
3. That you will not be able to 
produce any number of Diſſenters from 
it ; any, from whom you can derive a 
Precedent for Mon, juring. Even the 
famous Biſhop Merks did not reſuſe to 
.qualifie himſelf for fitting in the firſt 
Parliament of King Hezry the IVth- 
The Inſtances which may be given of 
Rebels to our de facto Princes, prove 
them no more to have been Non jurors, 
than the preſent Rebellion will prove 
the E. of M—r, or Mr. F-—r to be 
ſo. But there is not a Writer of Note, 
who lived near their Times and men- 
tions thei: Conduct, who doth not al- 
ſo brand it with its properReproaches, 
| Ol 


—— 


(35 ) 
of Treaſon, Perjury, and Rebellion; their 
Attempts were called execrable, and the 
Men of moſt efteem for Sanity and 
Religion, adhered to the Poſſeſſor of the 
Crown againſt the Hereditary Preten- 
der, with all imaginable Zeal. Look 
into Henry of Huntington, Roger de 
Hoveden, William of Malmsbury, or the 
Annals of Waverley : Or ſee each of them 
cited in the Defence of the Tract I 
have recommended to you ; and you 
will find them all concurring in the 
ſame Opinion. From what Topick 
therefore, of Authority-or Reaſon, do 
you derive your preſent Practice? 
You will not, I preſume, talk to me 
of a Divine Right in your Cafe ; at' 
leaſt you have not hitherto talked in 
that manner; Or, if you ſhould, I 
muſt inſiſt upon it to have Chaprer and 
Verſe produced to me, before I can' 
come into it. "The New Teſtament, {0 
far as it meddles with any Caſe like 
ours, favours the Poſſeſſor, who in our 
Saviour's time, had moſt certainly bro- 
ken in upon the Rights of the Roman 
People, as well as upon the Jewiſh Po- 
lity and Government; and the 1-ſfaz- 
ces deducible from the Old Teſtament, 
Cor Precepts there are none, which can 
426 nil E 2 in 


Human and analterable, ?Tis impoſſible 


Can 


in any conſtruction be thought to o- 


| blige us ; theſe Inſtances, I ſay) ſome- 


times countenance the Hereditary Clai- 
mant, and at other times do nothing 
like it. The moſt favourable Charact- 


ers of the Rulers there recorded, arenot 


however taken from Primogeniture, of 
Sem and Noah, and Abraham, and Jacob, 
and David, and Solomon; it is Diſpu- 
ted, whether ſome of them were the 
Eldeſt of their reſpeQive Families; 
and abſolutely certain, that others of 
them were not: So that from Scriptu- 


ral Examples, till I find ſome given, I 


ſhall take it for granted we cannot, be 


determined. If the Law of Nature had 


preſcribed to us in this Point, we 
ſhould ſurely have found a more gene- 
ral Concurrence in it; ſuch as in Fact 
we find, whereever there is any pre- 
tence to ſuch an Authority. But if 


your Reſort at laſt be to Human Laws, 


theſe have in ſome meaſure been con- 
ſidered; and if they were leſs clear 
than they are, I know, I profeſs, of no 


Human Laws but what are changeable 


by Human Authority. It is a Soleciſin 


vhich common Senſe will never digeſt, 


to blend the two Idea's together, of 


that 


* 


-£T 
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that the one ſhould be predicated of = 


the other. But, fig | 
Vou will object perhaps to me, the 


Conſequence of my Notion, and will 
tell me, that it encourages every ſueceſ- 
ful Uſurpation. To which, | 


4. I reply,and fay no, it doth not. For 
Inſtance an Oliver would not thence be 


Juſtified. King Charles the Firſt was 


never diſpoſſeſſed of his Throne, _ 
otherwiſe, than a Man is diſpoſſeſ- 
ſed of his Eſtate, upon which Thieves 
or Robbers have made à forcible 


Entry. There is in this Caſe no 


need of a Judgment from Meſtmin- 
ſter- Hall to re-inſtate the owner; But 
he recovers his own in courſe, with- 


out a Trial for it, when the Rogues 


have left him; and the Tenants will 
be obliged to acknowledge him for their 
Landlord. In a Legal Senſe, K. Charles 


Was never out of Poſſaſſon, the States 
of the Realm never had the Queſtion 
put to them, whether he or any one 


elle were their Rightful Sovereign, 


ſo long as they had any Power left 


them, they acted under him as their 
Head: So that they themſelves did 


never pretend that he Was out f 
Poſſeſſion; tho? they forcibly pre- 
vented 
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vented” the exerciſe of his Power. 
| Wherefore my Argument in favour of 


a King de facto, is only to be underſtood , 
of ſuch an one as the States of the Realm 


have acknowledged, and handed to 


the People as ſuch, by veſting him with 
the known and received marks of Im- 
perial Power. Theſe are the proper 


Judges of a litigated Succeſſion, and were 


declared to be ſo in the Caſe de- 
pending between Heur) VI. and Ed- 
ward IV. by all the ordinary Judges of 
the Realm. And ſurely theſe are much 
fitrer for ſo great a purpoſe, than eve- 
ry Private Perſon, who otherwiſe muſt 
be left to judge of it. My Opinion 
therefore is ſo far from unhinging Go- 
vernments, or from favouring any fu- 


ture Innovations, that it abhors no- 


thing more, attaches me firmly to our 
preſent Settlement, and obliges me to 


ſerve the Prince whom I find upon the 


Throne, with all Fidelity and Zeal. 
The Queſtion how he came there, whe- 
ther I am, or am not able to account 
for it, lies not before me. His being there, 
diſcharges him of all Defects, and enti- 
tles him to my Allegiance. I am thence 
obliged to oppoſe all Attempts againſt 
him, within my Sphere and Station, to 
the utmoſt of my Power: But if o_ 
Wün- 
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(39 ) As 
withſtanding all the Oppoſition which 
I can make to ſuch Attempts againſt 
him, a ſuperior Power prevails, and 
determines his Poſſeſſion, and in virtue 
of that Power, another Perſon by force 
or compact, obtains it, and the States 
of the Realm inveſt that other Perſon 
with the known Enſigns of the Royal 
Dignity , my Allegiance ſtill goes in 
its former Channel, and our Laws 
(which are the Rules of it) will ever 
fix it upon the Poſſeſſor. My Oath to 
my Sovereign obliges me to bear faith. 
ful and true Alleziance to him, What 
this Allegiance is, our Laws have told 
me; but have no where told me that 
it is, or can be due to any Perſon be- 
ſides rhe Poſſeſſor. So that when his 
Poſſeſſion ceaſes, my Allegiance, which 
I promiſe in conformity to the Law 
enjoining it, mult in all reaſon be mea- 
ſured by that Law, and therefore muſt 


| ceaſe withthe ſaid Poſſeſſion: For indeed 


ceaſing to Poſſeſs with us is ceaſing.to 
be King; I am ſure the plaineſt Con- 
ſtruction which can be made of the 
Statute in the 11 Henry VII. points out 
to me this Senſe, and ſo indeed doth 
the whole Frame of our Conſtitution 
before it: Nor can we ſuppoſe a Mer- 

ciful 
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ciſul Prince would defire more of his 
Subjects, who will be ſo gracious as to 
conſider, that Government in general 
is the Will of Providence for the Ad- 
vantage, and not for the Deſtruction of 
Mankind; that if his Subjects continue 
true to him, as long as they ſee a Poſſi- 
bility of ſerving him, it is all which 
he can have reaſon to demand of them, 
and all indeed, which the ends of Go- 
vernment do require; that there is not, 
in all kkelihood, a Family now Reign- 
ing upon Earth, but what owes the 
Riſe; of its Power to that ſame viciſh- 
tude of human Affairs, which may in 
ſome juncture or other put an end to it; 
and therefore. when ſuch a juncture 
comes, he will only expect from them 
their beſt Endeavours to prevent the 

effects of it; and upon the failure 
ſuch Endeavours, he will hold them 
excuſed (as our Laws moſt plainly do) 
. for ſubmitting when they cannot help 
it, and for paying thericeforwards 
their Allegiance, where the Laws di- 
rect it. There is a very plain diſtincti- 
on, to our preſent purpoſe, founded in 
the Book of Dexterozomy, if you will 
compare 1t with the ſubſequent dire- 
Citions of the Prophet Jeremiah; In the 
fon mer Book we find the Jes forbidden 
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to /et 4 Stranger over them, or any who Deu. 17. 

was mot of their Brethren; and yet in the 15. 

latter, we may read them command- 

ed, to bring their Necks under the Toak Fer. 25.12 
of the Ring of Babylon; that is, indeed 

to ſubmit to him. And again —To 

\ ſeek the peace of the City, in which they 

were Captives; becauſe in the Peace there- | 

of, they were to have Peace, that is, they 574 29.4. 

were Members of the Community, 

enjoyed the Protection of its Govern- 

ment, and therefore owed it a return 

of Duty. Agrecably to which Baruch 

(chat Prophet's ſcribe) exhorted them 

to pray for the Life of Nebuchodonoſor, * | 

and for the Life of Balthaſar his Sor un- 1 * E 

der whoſe Shadow (or Protection) they li- 

ved, From the former Paſſage we 

may obſerve; that the Jews were not 


King (which our de facto Doctrine will 

not ad mit of,) but yet when the Iſſues 

of Providence, and the reſult of things, 

Rad in fact ſet another over them, and 

they were ſettled under his Govern- : 

ment, they were to pray for the Peace 

of his Kiogdorn, and for the ſaſety of 

his Perſon. It is apparent hence, that - 

Obedience may be due from us to 4 

Tower, which it was not Originally 
ein F ä laws | 
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lawful for us to conſtitute: And this 
conſideration is ſufficient to juſtify the 
Conduct of thoſe who Swore to King 
William after the Revolution, and yet 
were not active in bringing him hi- 
ther. I preſume you have been 
formerly of this Opinion, or elſe I can- 
not imagine upon what Principles you 
aCted in that Reign. I meddle not 
now with the caſe of thoſe, who were 
active againſt King James II. before the 
Recognition of King William by the 
States of the Realm. They have plead- 
ed their own cauſe from various To- 
picks of Law and Reafon, upon the 
diſcuſſion of which J ſhall not enter, 
becauſe my preſent Argument will 
ſtand without them; I chuſe to diſpute 
as little with you as poſſible, and 
therefore to inſiſt upon things and Cir- 
cumſtances, which you are leaſt incli- 
ned to queſtion or deny. I proceed 
accordingly, and ask you ; when King 
James had given ſuch occaſion of Dil- 
content to all, and to ſome, an handle 
for calling in a Foreign Power, to fave 
what was moſt dear to them: When 
they were ſo ſucceſsful in this Attempr, 
. that the King in a fright forſook his 
Kingdom, and threw away the great 

Inſtrument 


4 M9 
Inſtrument of his Government; tho? 
he then was moſt wanted to compoſe 
our Diſorders; when the only means 
left us for ſettling upon any Foundati- 
on, called loudly for afſembling the 
States of the Realm; when they (the 
only Judges for that purpoſe) were ac- 
cordingly aſſembled, to conſider the 
Condition and Poſture of their Coun- 
try; When theſe things were fo, I 
would, I ſay, ask you, what Autho- 
rity any private Perſon at that time 
had, (and all but the States ſo aſſembled 
were private Perſons) to contradict 
their declared Sentiments; to ſay the 
Throne was filled, when they ſaid it was 
vacant, or to alter the diſpoſition which 
they made of it, to King William and 
Queen Mar)? If any Man will take 
upon him to ſay, that they did unjuſt- 
ly; I take it upon me to ſay, 'tis a que- 
ſtion not at all before him: Either ſuch 
a Determination ought to end the Con- 
troverſy, or elſe there can never be an 
end of it; if theſe are not the proper 
Judges in Caſes of this Nature, there 
are none upon Earth; and then the 
Controverſy about the Perſons of Gos 
vernors will do as much Miſcheif to 
Mankind, as the Bezefits of Goverumens 
| F 2 : Can 
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can ever compenſate. But ſince all 
Law and Uſage favour the Poſſeſſar; 
ſince his Legiſlative Power is acknow- 
ledged by the. moſt Indiſputable Au- 
thorities; ſince we thence: are, told, 


that our Allegiance to him is our bounden 
Duty, and that our acting againſt him 
in favour of an Hereditary Pretender, 
will ſtand in need of a Pardon, even 


from that Pretender, when he comes 


into Poſſeſſion, before we can be Leg 
Perſons, or recti in curia; ſince Human 
Laus have gone thus far towards ſets 
tling the Meaſure and Object of ou 
Allegiance ; and ſince the Laws of God 
ha ve na where contradicted them; to 
me this evidence is perfectly ſatisfacto- 
ry; I am not only convinced, that I 
may, but that I cg: likewiſe to give 
our preſent Sovereign the Securities he 
requires from me, that Iwill be faithful 
and bear true Allegiance to him. And this 
ſingle Promiſe, which is all that is re: 
quired by the Oath of Allegiance, leaves 


me under no fort of difficulty as to 


that of Abjuration; for if my Allegi- 
ance be due to King GeorGE, I am 
ſure it cannot be due to any other Per- 
ſon at the ſame time; and therefore if 
I take the former Oath ſincerely, I may 

| with 
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ith the ſame Sincerity declare my be. 
liek, that no other Perſon Haram Han- 
ver of Right or Title to the Crown of 
this Realm: For as I know of no 
Right, but what muſt be founded 
in the Laws either of God or Map, 
I can truly ſay, that I believe the 
Lans of God have left the determinati- 
on of all ſuch. Cafes to the Laws of 
Man; and the Laws of Man have de- 
termined my Alegiance to the Poſſeſſor 
of the Throne; to that Perſon whom 
I have ſeen veſted with the known 
marks of Royalty; who receives my 
Tribute, and whoſe Image and Super. 
ſcription give value and currency to 
the Coin of our Kingdom: So that 
when I affirm our Sovereign to be 
Rig heful as well as Lamful King, I 
nean no more by it, than, that his 
Legal Title is not oppoſed by a Right 
which is founded in any ſuperior Law. 
Then, as to my ſaying that, I make 
this Recognition willingly ; it is true, that 
I do fo, if I believe my ſelf, Whilſt 
make it; tho'.I ſhould not perhaps 
have made it, if the Law had not re- 
quired me, ſince Oaths are nat indeed 
to be taken, except the Voice of a Ma- 
giſtrate demand them ; we are not, I 
5 | would 
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hardſhips will befal particular Perſons; 
which yet the Perſons themſelves who 
are molt affected by them, ought 
to bear with, in conſideration of the 


SES i 
would ſay, to'take them for our own 
Pleaſure's or Fancy's fake, without a 
proper Call to them. And then we 
may be faid to take them willingl), 
when our Conſciences do not object 
to them: For ſurely, whatever I ma 
do without Remonſtrances from that 
Quarter, I ought to do willingly and 
chearfully, in Obedience to the Com- 


mands of a juſt Authority. But you will 
not, I foreſee, be content that the Mat- 


ter ſhould reſt here; you go on with 
your Complaints, and ſay, that it is 
ard a Son ſhould ſuffer for the Faults 
and Follies of his Father; and moſt of 


all unprecedented,that Religion ſhould 


bar his enjoyment of a Crown to which 


1 be entituled. To 
— this therefore I reply, £ 


5. That in thecourſe of human Affairs, 
it cannot be avoided, but that ſome 


Common Good. What think you, for 

Inſtance, of thoſe Laws which entail 

ſome part of the puniſhmeat due to 

Felony, or Treaſon, upon the Heirs 

of the Offender, by tainting his Blood, 
| a 
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and ſeiz ing his Eſtate? Are not his 
Children ſufferers. by this treatment of 

their Father?Are not they hence debar- 
red of a Fortune,perhaps of a Titleand 
of divers good Lordſhips, and Mannors 
with it; in which upon the death of 
their Father, their FHereattery Claim 
would in courſe have veſted them? 
The meer Difference, which may be 
here ſuggeſted, between the Caſe of a 
King, and that of a Subject, affects not 
the © lice of this Treatment, with re- 
gard to the One, or to the Other; ſince 
the Son of a Duke, may have Injuſtice 
done him, as much as the Son of a 
ing; and the Son of a Plomman as 
much as either. Indeed the Higher the 
Perſon 1s, and the greater the Dignity 
of which he is by. theſe means de- 
prived, ſo much the more Pty we {hall 
naturally beſtow upon him; but as to 
the Juſtice of the Caſe, if it be juſt ta 
deprive an innocent Son of 100 l. for 
the Miſcarriages of his Father, in con- 
ſideration of Publick Good; it may be 
as juſt to deprive him of an 100,000 l. 
upon the ſame Conſideration. Whe⸗ 
ther the Publick Good be, or be not 
concerned, in excluding the Pretender, 
rs a Queſtion properly before thoſe 
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Judges only, to whom the Care of our 
National Intereſt is committed. But 
ſtil} L conſider, that even an erroneous 
Deciſion of theirs may be binding to 
Private Perſons, as much as an erronc- 
ous Judgment of the Courts at Weſtmin- 
ſter, muſt ſtand for Law, till it be re- 
verſed by a competent Authority, If 
we might be permitted to Tuppotr A 
Thing ſo undecent, as that thoſe Courts 
were corrupt or partial in any Judg- 
ment; and if you and 1 ſhould happen 
to know they were ſo, yet we might 
not take upon us to right the Sufferer 
by extra- judicial Methods; nay, if our 
Place and Station called upon us to do 
it, we ought to 15 our Aſſiſtance (as 
a Sheriff, ſuppoſe of a County, would 
be obliged to do) ſor the peaceable En- 
trance of the new Poſſeſſor, upon the 
Eſtate which the Law ſhould veſt in 
him, even by the corrupt or erroneous 
Sentecne of her Judges. And upon 
theſe Principles, I think you might 
ſubmit to our proſe Government, 
even tho* you ſhould believe that the 
Perſons who formed our Settlement, 
had injured the Pretender, by difal- 
lowing his Claim: For if human Eſta- 
bliſhments are alterable by any Au- 

| | thority 
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thority upon Earth, (and it would be 

a ſtrange Abſurdity to ſay that they 
are not) the change of our Succeſſion 
from the Line of King James, to that 
of King George, hath all the Authority, 
as well as all the Neceſſity to vouch 
for it, which any ſuch Alteration can 
ever be ſuppoſed ro hive. We could 
not expect that King James himfelf 
would ever conſent to-it ; but it hath 
all the Authority by which this Natia 
on hath been ever governed, to be 
pleaded for its Validity. The Legiffes 
tive and Executive Powers, have both 
concurr'd in it; the S'ates of rhe Realm 
have declared it and ſworn to it, and 
all Orders of Men amongſt us have 
done the ſame. Look into the Origi- 
nal of any human Conſtitution, or of 
the Family it felf, to which you fo at- 
tach your Principles and your For- 
tunes, and fee whetlier auy of them 
were better founded. I argue (you 
bbſerve) upon the ſuppoſal of the Pre- 
tender's Lezitimacy, which yet ſhould 
have, been better aſcertained to the 
proper: Witneſſes, at the Time ofthis 
Birth. For as to the Affidavits, f 
terrard made, and ſaid to be enrolled 
in the Chancery, when the People's Su- 
8 ſpicions 


ſpicions grew formidable to the Court, 
they have not, I myſt acknowledge, 
that Weight with me, which the Cu- 
ſtomary Evidence, in Caſes of that 
Nature, would have had. And I am 
the leſs moved by them, when I con- 
ſider, that the Court well knew what 
Suſpicions the People had entertained. 
before. hand, of a Deſign to palm a 
Prince of Wales upon them, Which 
therefore in all common Sence and 
Reaſon ſhould have determined the 
Managers to the moſt open and allow- 
ed Methods of Procedure, if the Caſe 
could im any manner have been brought 
to bear with it. Iam content, how- 
ever, to go on with you in my for- 
met Courſe, and to take the Legitima- 
cy of his Birth for granted, tho? it be by 
no Means andoubied. You fay 'tis an 
— Hardſhip, that his Father's Miſcarri- 
ages ſhould make him a Sufferer : And 
ſo fay I of all Attainders, and of the 
Children ſuffering by them. Bur if it 
be a neceſſary Hardſhip, the Publick 
Good will juſtify it. Now the Chil- 
dren of other Attainted Perſons (ſup- 
poſing that they were permitted to 
enjoy the Eſtates or Honours of their 
Fathers) would nor be in any like 
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are unconcerned in them; but lake 
mult give us leave, who have ta 


. 
Condition of hurting the Communi- 
ty, as the Son oſ King James would 
be. He would come hicher with all 
the Reſentment, which a Succeſſion of 


- ſuppoſed Injuries done to himſelf, and 


to his Father for many Years together, 
could inſpire him with: He hath con- 
tracted a Debt, which the exhauſted 
Treaſury of France would be very glad 
to ſee repaid, and which mult ſwell to 
a Sum we ſhould be hard put to it to 
raiſe, after our paſt Expences : The 
Funds which our Legillative hath mort- 
gaged, would be all at the Mercy of 
a Prince, who, if ever he ſhould come 
here, would know we have no Reſort 
to betake to, let him uſe us as he 
pleaſes; and if he ſhould have a Mi- 
niſtry enterpriſing enovgh to ſeize, 
what they would have Pretences 
enough to fay was ferfeited, he might 
eſtabliſh himſelf in the moſt Arbitra- 
ry Degree of Power which any Nati- 
on ever felt from an Imperial Crown, 
What Renunciations of our preſent 
Engagements may be then demanded- 
(and from many of us perhaps extort- 
ed) I forbear to preſs upon you, who 


en 
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7% | 
them, to think with Horror of the 
manifold Perjuries which will be ex- 
_ pected from us, if we believe our 
"preſent Engagemems Lamful. Only un- 
der this melancholly View, we have 
the Comfort of a reaſonable Aſfu- 
rance, That if we continue true to 
them, it will be: morally impoſſible for 
him to force his Way to us. We have. 
heard enough of our preſent King's be- 
ing a Stranger to us: But now, is the 
Pretender teſs ſo, becauſe he ſpent the 
four firſt Months of his Life amongſt 
us ? Have we ever known what uſe 
he would make of Power ? Hath he 
been tried in Government, or do We 
gueſs what Figure he would make in 
it? Whither, in the Name of Truth 
and common Senſe, would we ſuffer 
| | our Diſcontents to carry us? We have 
i | a Settlement ſubſiſting upon as good a 
i | Foundation as the Nature of the Thing 
ll +» would admit, and as the Original of 
/\8 any human Settlement, which I know 
| of, upon Earth ever had. To this. 
W our Obedience is required by the whole. 
1 | Courſe of our Laws, made long be- 
* | fore it, as well as upon the preſent Oc- 
caſion. The Legiſlative hath claimed 
to it ſelf a Power (and if it had not 
. | claimed 
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claimed it, the Nature of the Thing 
would have ſpoken its Power) to alter 
the Succeſſion; nay, and hath made 
it penal in the Subject to deny this 
Claim. It hath intimated (as it knew) 
no Difference between the de Jure and 
de Facto Legiſlator. The Authority of 
both is equally indeed. proclaimed by 
Immemorial Uſage, atteſted by the 
moſt Authentick Vouchers, and alike 
ſupported by the whole Frame of our 
Conſtitution. _ Upon this we would 
break in for the ſake of a Prince, un- 
known to us, bred in a Rival Court 
= and 8 whoſe Maxims in every 
Point of Religion and Policy, are dia- 


W metrically oppoſite to ours; obliged to 


it for his on and his Father's Support 
and Maintenance; incenſed againſt the 
Bulk of our People, for their repeated 
Oaths, and Endeavours to defeat him 
of what he calls his Right; and final» 
| ly, devoted to a Religion obliging him 

to keep no Faith which he ſhall pledge 
to us for the Security of our Eccleſia- 
ſtical or Civil Liberties. This is the 
hopeful Exchange we are ſo fond of 
making! And with it would entaila. 
Succeſſion of Popiſh Heads upon a 

Proteſtant Body tor all Generations 
15 Should 
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*'* © Should he be married (as I have heard 
divers of your Perſwaſion boaſting 
that he is already) to a Lady of the 
Roman Communion; what then have 
we to expect but the Education of his 
Children in their Parents Religion ? 
Or if he Thould die without ue, we 
know where the Hereditary Claim moſt 
carry us; and this Proteſt ant Country, 
ſo long as it ſhall continue ſo, muſt 
for ever be Governed by Popiſy Prin- 
ces. You inſiſt, 1 find, that it is 4 
Thing unprecedented, for Religion to 
bar a Prince's ' Title to his Crown. 
On the contrary, I would ask you, 
whether you can name an Example of 
a Proteſtant Prince permitted to reign 
in a Pop/ſh Coumry? And tho rhe In. 
convenience would even there, L con- 
feſs, be great, yet it is much greater 
in the caſe of a Popiſh Prince over 2 
" Proteſtant Country. For the Pr oteſt ant 
holds no Principle deſtructive to the 
Intereſts of his Popijb Subjects. He 
may keep bis Laith once plighted to 
them with a good Conſcience, and is no 
way obliged to Dragoon them into his 
own Religion, or to plunder their E. 
fates for the Selvation of their Souls. 
Thus we ha ve ſeen a Neighbouring 
| Prince 
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Priace exerciſing his Power over that 

part of his Subjects, whoſe Misfortune 

it was to differ from his Religion! 

What advances were made amongſt 

us towards the like Practices, or to- 
wards the power of dealing like Mea- 
ſure to us, as it ſhould be judged con- 
venient, I am ſorry to find ſo ſoon 
forgotten, , as I am, that the preſent 

Flea- bite of repar able Grievances, is more 

uneaſy to us, than a juſt apprehenſion 

of thoſe irreparable Miſchiefs our Con- 
ſticution mult ſuſtain, by unravelling 

the Scheme which hath been fo 

long in forming, and is juſt: now upon 

the point of finiſhing. Convenience, or 
Inconvenience, is not, I am aware, with 

you, the Deciſive Argument; you profels 

to be governed by a ſuperior motive of 
Conſcience, and to ſubmit theſe lower 
Conſiderations ro the Fate which ſhall 

attend them. How far Conſcience is 
concerned 1n this Queſtion,” hath been 
already examined; and from what:hath 

been either urged, or referred to upon 

this occaſion, I hope it may appear, 

that the Rule of Conſcience, with regard 

to our preſent Duty, ſhould be entire - 

ly adjuſted by the Ordinances of Man, rer a. tz. 
to which Sulmiſſion is enjoyned us for. 
| | | the 
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Rom. 13. 1. the Lord's fake; as we are likewiſe 
told, that the Powers whith be, are or- 
dained of God: The? I am ſure, you 
will grant to me, that the Powers 
which were then in Being, had oo long 
pretence to an Hered/tary Title; and I am 
as ſure, that our Laws have never fa- 
vour'd it in oppoſition to the preſent 
Poſſeſſor. Wherefore, if you will not 
be perſwaded to ſettle your Rule of 
Duty to your Sovereign upon Conſti- 
tution-Principles, I very much fear 
you will never come to a proper Iſſue 
upon the caſe before you. That Uropt- 
an Scheme, which ſome of Dr. Higdex's 
Anſwerers were - pleaſed to charge 
upon his Notions, is with far greater 
propriety imputable to the Gentlemen 
of your Perſuaſion; who have engaged 
in the defence of Principles Which have 
neither Divine Precept, nor general Pra- 
ctice to be pleaded in their favour, 
But my dear Friend, I am ſorry to 
find, that this, or any other JunQure 
ſhould oblige me, to enter upon a Diſ- 
pute with you; with whom I believed 
and hoped, 1 might always have lived 
in a perfect Harmony. Yet as we az 
gree to well and fo entirely, in every 
thing, which our holy Profeſſion doth: 
more 
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de vs if 
more particularly call upon us to flu- 
dy with all exactneſs; we may ſurely 
allow to each other with the more For- 


bearance, any Errors we ſhall fall into 
upon ſubjects of a different Nature; in 


which we cannot be ſuppoſed” jo Con- 


verſant. Upon the whole; if you 


could by any means be perſuaded to 


believe, that thoſe Recogvitions are 


Lanful ; which the Government re- 
quires from you, I cannot but think 
you would come in to an acknowledg- 


j ment, that they are zeceſſary from you 


in ſuch a remarkable Criſis. You could 


not believe them lanful, except you be- 
lieved the Government to be fo, to 


which you ſhould make them; and if 
you believe that a Lamful Govern- 


ment, you muſt likewiſe confeſs your 


Obligation of Obedience to it. And 
whatever you pay, you may ſurely pro- 


feſs, and-Promiſe, and Swear you will 


pay. The JunQure is ſuch, as moſt 
reaſonably demands thoſe Securities to 
the Government, which are now in- 
liſted on; and you weaken its Intereſt 
by refuſing to give them. N 


If indeed, after all which can be 
urged to you, you ſtill continue perſua- 
ded, that you are Right in your Re- . 
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fuſal; Jam ſure, I ſhould be very 
Wrong in ſuggeſting any Motives to | 


you, which have not a tendency to 


convince your Judgment as well as to 
gain upon your Practice. I preſume ili 
and hope, that no one will zom ima- 
gine, you act an intereſted part, in 
foregoing a preſent (comfortable) ſub. 
ſiſtence, for any diſtant Proſpect of a 
Recompence from you kaow not'whom, 
nor when, My part in this Circum- 8 
ſtance is ſomewhat harder than hours; 
People will more eaſily. be induced to 
think that by writing for the Poſſeſſor, 
I make my Court to him, whilſt 1 for- 
teit nothing but my Time, and Ink, 
and Paper, by it; than they will or 
can imagine, that you have any view i 


beyond that of Conſcience ; J am as fond 


as you can be, of maintaining this 
Character, and indeed as I am of any 
one thing in Life. But yet 1 would 
not ſacrifice the thing to the name of 
it. I have always ſorted with that 
Claſs of Men, who ſtand now moſt iſ 
{ſuſpected by the Government, of ha- 


- ving been, and being, diſaffected to 


it. I can anſwer for my ſelf, and you 
can for me, that [ zever was ſo. Yet 
ſince more diſcontent hath appeared 

I __ - from 
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from our Quarter, than I have always 
thought conſiſtent with the Principles | 
of our Religion, or indeed with the 1 , 
true Intereſt of our Country: I could 
not ſatisfie my ſelf without giving to 
the World this publick Teſtimony, 
that all the Men of a Tory-Denomina- 
tion are not embarked in the ſame De- 
ſign. Some few beſides me have done 
the like; and I know many more, 
who would take any fair occaſion of. 
approving their firm Adherence tothe 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, but for the re- 
proaches they apprehend from one ſort 
of Men, without the leaſt expectation 
of any favourable acceptance from axo- 
ther. They mult excuſe me, if I think 
their Reaſon inſufficient ; I would do 
what I apprehend my Duty, let others 
ſay or think as they pleaſe of it, Ozr 
Oaths indeed (who have taken them) 
might with great juſtice be accepted as 
ſatisfactory, if there were not too ma- . 
ay Inſtances of Indiftererce and Cold- 4 
neſs, as to any ſenſe of their Obligati» _ | 
on; and if forme had not gone fo far, 
as expreſly to deny, that an Oath,which 
is forcibly impoled, carries any Obli- 
ation with it. Theſe I believe and 
hope, and dare aimoſt afiirm, arg few 
H 2 1 
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in the Compariſon: But if there be 


any where a ſet of ſuch monſtrous Ca- 


ſuiſts, it is time the World ſhould be 


warned of them, as the very Bane and 


Peſts of Human Society; who are gi- 
ving up one of its ſtrongeſt Ligaments, 
and ſacrificing the Third Command- 
ment to no higher, nor better Rea- 
ſon, than what in proper Time, and 
Place, and Juncture, and Temptation, 
muſt be allowed to invalidate all the 
reſt. For if I may forſwear my ſelf 


for a livelihood, I would fain know, 


Why I may not commit Idolatry, 
Murder, Theft, or bear falſe Witneſs, 
upon the ſame Conſideration. Theſe 
are Men who are too Wicked, or too 


contemptible to be argued with. They 


are fitter for the Magiſtrate's Correction, 
than for any one's T»/tration. But 
thoſe (we know) are none of our Bre- 
thren. You have given to the World 
a Noble ſpecimen of what Conſcience 
can do againſt the moſt prevailing of 
worldly Motives: I even envy you the 
Honour of ſuch a truly Chriſtian ſelt- 
Denial; and have only ro wiſh, that 
you had choſen an Occaſion of exerciſ- 
ing it, wherein I might have follow- 
ed you with a Conſcience. void of of. 
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fence towards God and Man. My 


which they Legally 1 from me. 
further; and to publiſh the Reaſons 


the Subject ſhould ſhe the moſt and 


qui vir ſiem, is no proper Language to 


Conſcience, which permits, doth, at 
the ſame time, oblige me to obey 
the Demands of my King and Coun- 
try, and to give them the Securities 
TI have here adventured to go a, Step 
of my Practice. I have waited a while 
to ſee, whether this would not be done 
by ſome fitter Hand, and from the ſu- 
ſpected Quarter. For I muſt freely 
own my Opinion to you, that where 
there hath been Umbrage either given 
or taten between King and Subject ; 


earlieſt ſollicitude to remove it. Senties 


come out of a Mouth which hath al- 
ways profeſſed the moſt ' ſubmiſſive 
Obedience: You had not however, 
received thet rouble of this from me, if 
I had found Inſtances, enough beſides, 
to have attoned for the Folly of ſome - 
of our late Managements: The few 
which have appeared, have been ſo 
roughly handled, that I care not for 
my-own part to put my Head out of 
Doors without a Cloak, or Shelter; 
And indeed I have too great a Tegan 
tits Bt 
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SIO to giveche World an occaſion, 
ſpecting th&Perſon I Mrite toy: 57 
225 the Writer: Nor would 1 de- 4 
tract from the. Weight of any thing 
which hath been here offered, by fur- 
niſhing the leaſt Handle to ſuch as: may 
be fond of ſaying, or ſurmizing, that 
I ſerve any Cauſe in it beſides that of 
Truth. Should my Name, by any 
Aceident, creep into the World, they 
ho know: me, would have no reaſon 
to fay or think, that Times and Sea- 
ſons have made any Change in me. 
But, as I have always acted upon a 
ſtedlaſt belief of the Principles here laid 
before you, they who would ſuggeſt an 
alteration in me, muſt look for it in 
themſelves and if they have in any 
thing departed from their former Pro- 
feſfions, they expect from me more 


| denen n there is: in my Na- 


ture, When they would have me fol- 
low them. Priuciples are things im- 
movgß and with hem they may al- 
a me; but Perſons are fickle 

5 Bmorous ; and therefore I {hall 
ſtand here I do, till they are enough 
either plesſed or tired with their Ram- 
ble, to be content with returning to 
their former Station. And as thus 1 in 
i the 
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the Ground I have ever ſtood po 1 
ſo I ſee no Reaſon to change it becaa s ˙ũęZJ 
my Proſpect is not always the am a. 

from it. Herein I am ſure, you will t 

perfectly agree with me, as you d in 

. every thing elſe, except the unhappy ß 

Subject of our preſent Debate; and T g 

pray God, that to a mind ſo Honeſt  * © 

and Upright as yours, even this Truth * 

may alſo be revealed. 7 Fay 


] am, OD NS. 
My Reverend and dearBr other 7 
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